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Writtle Forest

{Hiver Rackham

Writle 15 the UWin SISTer w0 Halleld Forest The Iwo have <losely parailel
res  Doth are compartmenial Foresis, with the same physsial fabnc of
Loppice-wnods, plains, pollard treed and adjacent parks, purliey wiods and
wod-pasture commens. They had -the same social fabric of Foresta]
landowning and common-rights.

The twe Foresis, however, are io very dilferent environments. Hetfield
s in the tenlder-clay country of neeth Essew  Writhe Forest 15 on the sands
and gravels of the south Eesex hilitops, with their strongly acidic soils. ife
seting = not unlike that of Bpping FRorect which is a differeat
acn-compartmental, type of Forest.

Writle sersvw Hatlield Forests thersiore illustrate the same culfurs:
iandscaps developed in mrm envirenments Writlle Pansas Eppiag
Forests llustrate MW&WEMHWWJ

I remnd ie reader that a Porest wes a place in whith the king had e
FIGhT IO Eeep dewr, 50 T2ke and eat them, and 10 set up special by-iaws and a
special officialdom ostensibly for prolecting the deer. A Forsst was nol
aecessarly wooded, though Writte was Nor did the land of a Forest
necessEnly belong to the mwmﬁmmm Wriltile, like moct
Foresis, had Dsen 2 common before it became a Forest There wers,
therefore, three parties in the Ferest: the Hng,.laumrn!mehra-stalngﬁ*s
the landowner mmmmmmmmm {The
complicetions 2% Hatfield where e Dereditary woodwarde hecame strong
=q0Bgh o be a fourth party in the Forest, did not arise here )

Writtle Forest is <ompartoiental, like Hatlield but ualike Epping Forest.
It copsists of sight coppice-woods called (Gamgs  corresponding Lo the
coppices of Hatdield. Eetween and around these wers a aumber i :.T.,.l
commons with pollard Tees. [n the middle is 5 small ferm where a hermut
cofe dwelt The Forectis divided in bwe by Writhle Park which ran [or seme
T00 years, ons of the longsest histories of any park The siZ springs ©o the
west of the park are collechively called Highwood, a rationalization o the
ancient name Hephwetds of Hevwode, & name sometimes applied I the Forsst
itsedl  The two springs sast of the park are called Edniey  Other woods adioin
4n the 3E, which are nof part of the Forest

The principle {(as at Hatlield} was 1o lell each spring in turn and then &
fence out the sommoners’ animale until the new growth had grown tig
enough ncet 1o be harmed by them. Where thic could not be done, the lrees
were nol coppieed near ground level, but poliarded 5o that the livestock could
not reach e regrowi. :
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By Wrillle parish | mean he vasl alcsnl gansi, pefore Rowwedl and

Highwood parishes wers split off. At i_j,f-ﬁt'& acresafwas the bigoest parish in
Ezsex aven bigger than Hatfisld

Areas of Writtle Porest, its constitnent parts,

: and the zdjacent woods
. Original area,
acres

Edney: ;

Little Edney Wood 50 Haif of woid pgrebbed o1971 after

. replanting <1870

Great Fdney Wood 5S4 One-third grubbed 1070

Edney Common 67 20 3¢ 0w remain, 21} secondary woodland
Writile Park 420 How manly farmiand with some woods
Highwood.

Bltis {Hiltv) Spring 70 (me-fifth grubbed 1968

Coppice (Copy) Spring SO Three-quarters grubbed 1960

Desrsiade Wood 54 Nearly half grubbed 1968

Earrow Spring if

Birch 112

Highveod Commals 17 68t remain &l tseondary woodlanad
Bedemansherg 40 Farmiand and hermitage
Horselrith Park 334 including Horsefrith Fark Wood 15 20 The

rest now farmiand

Total of Forest springs 595 427 ac. remain
Total of Porest commons

and plains 124
Accociated parks 754
Grand total 1447 acres
Woods and commons to sonth:

Baker's fpring 14

Furness Iprmng and

Bosmore Wood >3

Chatterbox Wood L

Finches Speing 8

izreat Sloneymors Wood 20
Little Stoneymore Wood 29

College Wood T3 I tonnot discover whirh oollege was
mnvolved: Now mostly  attampiad
repianting

Ml Green =0  Now mostly secondary woodland
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¥rive Forest
The Writtle Area Before the Forest

The kaown evidence for prefhistoric schvity n the Writhle Rorest ars: is
spares, although thes Cheimeford area, four melae awnay hac been setiled cince
the Neolithiz, The scatter of Mesalithic to Bronze Age finds, and of Iron A
setflement, found . in the Halfield Porest area has 50 far not been repoaied
ers, though this may be tecause of less activity by archasologists. [t has,
however, been claimed that Badesmansherg, the hermitage wn the mudst of the
Forest, was [oundsd <o a barrow — some pre-smsting earthwork 18 umphsd in

Ahe 12thecentury name {ses later)

In the Poman peryod, Chelmeford was 3 small town, with 2 ssmi-rsguiar
newd system extending to the soutn, MOURD NOL (S0 18T 35 1L IS LuOWL)
towards the Forest A Roman villa i reported from Writte ftoelf o mules
‘rom the Forest and ancther from Fryerning mst to the south of the Forsst
it has Leen claimed that Mapletree Lane S part of 3 Roman road hisecling the
Forest. [t passes by Dedemansterg, where Roman tile has been found reusss
i the fabric of the hermitage | have pot so far been able to trace iz cours=
tarough the Forest woods,

Domesday Book This is the first written record of Writtle, as of Hau=ld
Sothe places were royal manors, taken over by William the Conguerar {ron
the sstates of Eing Harold, Writtle in 1056 was almest the biggest manor 1o
Essa, even bigger thanm Hamisld, The manor was apperently roughlv
coterminons with the later panich; twio sorall manars, Newland on the western
adge and :n #3Tate Dalonzing to the Dishop of Hereford, had recenuy besn
carved out of it Writlle was a place of administrative importance, and h:d
probably bsgun 10 2cquirs the status of 3 small country town which it had o
the middle ages

Writtie had had 2 mmmu?fzmm 1066, implying over 16,000
acres of arsble land  The recorded population of 194 in 1066 imples an
achial population of over 1000, one of the biggest in Besex Ploughc had
timiniched conspderatiy, 2nd populstion slighily, by 1088

The main manor of Writtls had had “woodiand for 1500 swans' m 1050,
reduced t¢ Tor 1200 swine’ by 1086, Theee fipures should be compared with
the ‘woodland for J40 swine’ which 15 the Domesday entry corresponding 1
what is 00w Hatfisld Forset Thev micht imply that Writide had considerabiv
mors wondland than Hatfisld in {066, or than Writtis has ned in recens
ceptories  Howewer it 1S liKely that the Writtle woods wounld have sontain=a
more o2k end much mors peech, and would therefore have besn mors
cuitable for swine than those of Hatfisld 1f the swine assescment bore znv
ralation o reality it it unliksly that the Writtle woods were much more
extensive in 1036 than in later centuries. The decline in the asseszmant
betwesn 1000 and 1000 at a time when culbvation was dimmnshne
cuggesis that less e was baing made of the woode for DannsPe, Lerhans
Decause thev were being coppiced instead
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Further partcuiars of Bomesday woodiand in this are? are stmmanzed
in this table

Domesday Book swine-eatries for the woodland ¢of Writtle and
neighbouring places to the sonth and sast

writle: man manos 1500 1200

Bizho of Hereford f10¢] 100

Hewlang 100} 100
fryermng’ threemanors 200+ 30« [00] 400 « 30 100
Ingatactone : [500] 500
Marparetting [ 3001 300
Pristiing in Stock {200} 200
Chelmeiord {3007 00

Of the 13600 acres or €0 of Writtle the great taik was nndoubbedly arable
lznd in the sleventh canfury Al most about cne-sighth was woodland in the
clevenlh conltitry — 3 leseer proporbion iian in Bosex ac a whole. The
Newiand wood. is probabiy ©0 e identified with Skresns Wodd in the N W
corner of Writhle. The mam woods ipins those of the Bichop, if E€ Newion
tocated this manor correctly in his book on Writtle) were in the south of the
parsh and became the ater Writtle Porest. They were rather more extensive
than the present Writtle woods W Park and some woodland to
the sast of the Forest.

To the sonth, the Writile woods abnttad on an area of woodbnd o
Siiiar eRtent — indesd probabiy greater, since-‘an apgregate of emall
swine-entries probably implies 2 greater area of woodland than one large
aatry. These woods would bave taken up much of the space batwesn the
present Writtle woods and the A0 read. Unlike the Wrikttde woods, only =
fraction remains — Pryaraing Wood, Steneymore Wood in Ingatestons, Chaps!
and King Woods 1n Margaretting, and Southwood in Cheimsford.

A statter of ‘rkaring’ place-names (Lee Farm, Handley Oresn
Redindyke) tectifies o woodiand settiements in this ares pefore, or soon
after Domesday Book The originat name of the Forest, Eepwode or Heywode
probably means ‘nedge wood', the form High Wodd is probably & cormptiorn,
though it appears (as the Latin dMps Boscpes) o= sarly ac 1274 tF’H"E The

wodd is on high gronnd } .
Writile Forest phﬁthewmdstﬂthemuthwmdhawwun:& L
somwthing Hkes 3000 acres of continuous woodland — the fourth or fifth

biggest concentration in the county  The location of *:heee wmﬂ'-:. st we chall
ses correcponds closely to 3 major geological boundary

Writtie as a Koyal Forest

The origin of the Forest The sarliest aMusion to a Forest anywhere 1n
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Secax 12 in the Domesdayantey for Writile:

- [ F

i e Uiers was poe pigmen (aorcaniue) HTng on (48
mma‘ltndhmﬂ'tarhng'?ﬂmimﬂabm[ﬁum]MMIm
the manor & made him foreeter of the king = sood.

Thic has sumeumr‘ DESn t1ken 1o refer to the sstablishment of Writhle Forest
fizedl, alithough more likely 'the King's wood' might mean Eingswood fores
aear Colchester. From thi*r modest beginning the Porest of E!"r""-"!"
developed, probably by Henry [

Hatlisld and Writtle ware made Forests, presumably Dacants 3. wat o
big royal estate. They acgquired both fallow deer and the apparatus of Forect
tursauiracy during the course of the twelith century. For Writtle thus can o=
no later than <1190, frem King Stephen’s grant of 3 hermitage ‘in my forest
of Writala' lees Iatar)

Writtle was 3 small Forast; anaboux 100 3cres. 1T was even smalier thin
Hatfieid

The Wing's deer and Forestal rights The Ling undoubtediv put (ailow
desr inte Writtle Forest, as into Hatfisld. He might have huntsa them
2Athough 13 1 all Forasts) this aspect showld not be emphasized. Writts hss
a 'King John's Palace” two miles from the Foraet  Fimgs at teast dowm o
Edward 11, stayed thers for short periods, but not particularly at dmes when
they would be likely io hoat (for eXample there are lettefe dited from
Writte on 17 April 1277, 26 Mar 1278, 28 july to | Anause 1325, 22 angurt
12309, 27 and 28 Augnet 1305, and 27 November 12315)

Hinge, eepecialir Henry [Il, made much use of the gesr in Hatfizig
Hainantt, and to 3 lesser sxtent Epping Forest: they sent for deer for the 30is
Bave Larcasse or permitsion: to hunt to favonred subjects and gave live desr
for starting parks [ have found not 2 single axampla for Writtls, dear ars
mentioned only in 2 few poaching cases or inquestE on the bodies of dead
dear (see sxampies (I o8 LESTAder) [0 M0ES 38 TOUSHh desr wers 0ot 3
sery important consideration in this Forest Bt did: however hawe 3 Forastar
Eoger d+ Weulaveston, riding round it in 1242 This office was hersditary
and carried a sub-manor with 1t However, the famiv of Weulavesion or
Wallexton never atiained to the grandeur or loagevity of the Barnnotons
thewr counterparts at Hatfiedd

Writtle Park was founded at some time before 1230 Uniguely, unlike
ifor exampde ) Hatfleld Park, which aputted jte Foreet aft ome side this park
was in the ruddle of thée Porest  Possibly it was intended as 2 device for
corrailing deer out of the Forest when nesdsd,

[n 12} the king gave |2 fiva {3llow deer to Bobert the Broce V1 it
hen Tapant) for 3 v park  They were brougnt from Hatfield

Lamndowners AL st the King Bad e lapodwrime mistest a Uie s
incinding the right 1o e traes At Hatiield the king need trees +_'L't o the
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Forest for his own works foften at 3 Metance), or gave them sway. The trees
were 1o smmall numbers, and probably very large: they can represent only a
small raction of all the woodcutting m Hatfield Forest The simular records
for Writtle are few

22% 5 oaks i Writhle Park, felled b the assault of the wind, to repalr the

: king's gaod at Writtle; o e supplied by the sellers of the king's
windfall wood (caftedyne ) in Besex

1223 2 ocake from the ovtwood (forieserss fostus  the wWood oliside
the park) of Writtle, 10 RODSrT b Cravecmur, [or burning.

1224 4dry sodovs (dead pollarde) from the outwood of Writkle to Bobert
38 Creveclewr [or burmng

1225 4 crooked posts postar Lad) to W de Mandewille, Barl of Essex @
tmld his howse at Plechey

1225 2 oaks in the outwanad and I in the park, to Roger le Vaile

1232 10 caks o the Prior of Hatfield to repmr church and buildings after 2
fira, Tha Bichap of Chichester, tenant of Writtle, was orderad to {5t
him have them in the onbwood  [Why not from Halfield Forect
Which would have been much nearsr?]

1227 2 oaks mﬂmﬁmmmmm of Horstrith, o

ap. ifh ‘H‘-i— g-n-‘_ Gt

Moct of the trees in the Famsl;am tikely to have been ordinary ones {coppice,
pollards, normel-sized sTandsrd tre88) WhICH Wors s Of e #81at8 or s01d,
in the ordinary <ourse ‘of estate manmagement. of which records do not
Survive

in 1222 the king allowed the Earl of Salisbury to have 100 pigs 1o the
ME8t §4220n0 {20 Pessasans)

Henry 11 in 1230 had leased the Writtle estate — including the wooas
and park, but not the Forestal rights — to the Bishop of Chichester at an
annuzl rent of £1040. This is probably why there are only tweo grants of Tress
after thic dabe Eght years later he disposed of the landowming interest
altogather.

In 1234 the Kmng intervened to deprive isabel the Broce of half ar
4aridofn, Whish her father bad Dequeathed her [n temporary compensat<n
funtil something betisr shoyld turn up, which it never did) the king bestowsd
on her the landowning rights of Writtle and Hatfield The terms of the grant
sxpresciy gave isabs] the woods, and the right to cut them whenever she
wiched, but did not give her the deer or the Porestal nights Nevertheless as
at Hathedd, the fang LOUr Yeals [aber CIoeTed e el FOresler ¢L EvseX L
keoD an eye on Isabel lest che dectrow the woods o the preindice of the dear
The same v=ar shé Wit Juspectad in a poaching case

Richard the Bruce Vi, Issbel's son, made 3 second park around what bad
been Horssirith a detached wood to the N¥ (mentioned in 1242; the wood, or
part of it iz =HN extamt) In the 14th century there were 3iso U

i
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rabbit-warrens one of them near s manor-Douss.

AL Wnithe, 2s at Hathield the park was created early enough for the duty
of maintuping the pals 10 Dave Den assioned a8 a sSrvide 30 the Tenants of
paraouisr lands (Newton p 1073k At 2 later perind the two profassicoad
Dalars o s parks wers paid bushels of wheat by cartain tenants, svidently
3 commutation of such 3 servics

Isat=l’s greai-grandson was the ilinstricns E¢bert the Bruce VIIIL In
1200 he became king of Scstland, which was high tresson in England. He
thereby forfeited his Enplich sctatec hic wife however wac allowed to retain
a life intersst in one-third of Writtle. In 1310 Edward [ bestowsed Hatfisld
and Writtle on his brother-in-law, Humphrey de Bohun, Barl of Hereford and
Eesex. Wnittle remained in the hands of this powerful and turbulent family,
with mmiermesions through high freasen, untit the third Duke of Buchingham
iost his hezd and landsin 1521

The lact referonce that | can find to the king taking an intersst in the
Forestal rights 15 :n 1330, when the king confiscatad the woods of Writts ana
Hatfiztd frr the fifatime of the then Earl, who had

wasted and mm mﬁﬂd Ta Hezhende 1n the af
‘I’nme-:lthe harm of 1he K0y and his o i
L e Sl

Ezrfier that yesr there had m:w waluation of the pravicus
Eart's esiate There i no mention of the Forest. In Writhle Park thers wes oo
underenod, the pasture wld have bean worth £7 15 347 per annnm ‘if t:m
deer wers not Mers’ pannage was worth 135 4 ‘when it happens
windfall-wood was worth 15 44 per anmmm (PRO C135/42(2)

Barlier, the posramarem valuation of Elegnor the Brusces one-thira ot
the maner in 1331 had incinded the pasture and underwood of Writtle Fark,
worth £6 par annum "besidés the sustaiming of the deer’ (PRO: C135/24(6))

The perambulation Writtls has 3 magnificent perambulation decornibing
the bound:s of the legal Forest, made in 1358 but probably repesting :
parambniation of “IZQF (OG- D/DP MIT25) SIF recembles ey 1000
perambulation for Hatfield (T2 Leer Soraer p 62=0) DUt is much longer 43
at Hatfield the legal Forest coincided closely with the modern parich the
phy=ical Forest being in & <orner. The value of both perambulations 13 that
they deccribe transects of ordinary EsseXx couniryside.

The Doundary points Include many lanes ditches and hedpes Thers ars
many isolated howses, awth their names and occuplers; some of them ars
sasily rdentified today, for example Copifold Hall and Abbas Esden (now
Radindyke) in Margaretting  Ac st Hatlieid, the perambulation passee tesids
e physical Forest without mentioning it directy, 1t does howewar re-nrd
zeveral horms (projections whers the Forest flike anv other tommon,
fnansted out from the roads that crossed it) Eu:u:i hatthes (gates on roads mto
the Pirest) 1t mentions the parks of Writhle (which had a ‘Salteen’ — -
=2li-lick 7Y and Horeefrith
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The hermitage In the Uweilth century one Rodert the Monk set up 3
nermitage 1n the Forest King Stephen in 3 charter confirmed to him =n
anclocure with a grest dwon, and rights to timber, firswood and pasturage {or
his ammale. He was an official hermtt, like thote in Hainsuit Foreer and st
Hermitage 1o Blackmors Forest (Dorset) Later he joined St John's Abbey
Colchester, and was made Prior, with 3 second monk undér him. By a charser
of Henmry 1l the “Hermitagium de Bedemannssberga’ was comfortably
sndowed [t was i have :

W0 momil priefie forever asying in the same harmitege, Sl999s praving
the mer<y of God for the saivation of the HVing Xing and form the souls of
dead king:

They wers (0 have ad 3 day pockel-money, and the right to bave ‘thewr msa
gathening nuls 1o the surrounding forest as long a3 the Jathenag seasia last:
L LTIk | whe Cofecesdaz [ OA)

The site became Monk's-at-Barrew (mow corrupted to ‘Monks and
farrows’) Faroy  Vanous antqnbes of medieval and earlier date hiave bean
found, ineluding, 1t 1= claitied 3 oty well, 2 chapel. and tichponds

The landscape E£ HNewion, author of e Aliser & Wnlie bas
wustiucted o senes of maps of Wntlle 2 inferred from 1a@- and
Lot-century dosumnents The lord's demesne lands were gathered 1o grest
Heigs hilling the landscape north of Writtle town and Roxwell The lands of
tenianis — some three-quarters of the persh — Wete 1 smiall sadlosurss
Tarely over 24U actes and often oniy an acie or two There was very Ltile
permanent pasture, and at Gmes of LgH jarmung s would have wavene.
pivislle o e wommot-iand, most of wincht was m or adjsoent (o the Pores:

The rolis of the manoriz! coUrts ¢ften 1e00rd JISPUtes Concertung Nedu
41 S ews growing 1o them

The Forest, like other comimons, had Douses scatiered round ifs edges
Jeveral people are reported as Living-m ‘Hetwood' The hermit was sull
2otve; 10 1 395-4 e was sadrsaching on the common

Kewion emphasizes ihe lack of ewmdence of shangs, iip-a-cr.a.u:fr::
s iton of the WOOds, o s period 015 quate clear that the landseaps o
Writlle, which survived, :n @ tunned-out form, into meodern Lmes was
Arsady sstablished no later than the Black Death

Management of irees | have seen court rolis, wncluding woodsals
aceounts, for 1305-7, 1397-8 13959, 1406-7 and 1425-5 (FRO D/DP
M20C 201, 214, 1422} (For the frst tiree of these years the de Soluns
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were under a. cloud: Eleanor & Donun's nusband hza dissppeared for hugh
treason aganst Richard 11} These are records of the manorial, not korest
courts, the ones 1 have read are only a2 small sampls of the whole.

For thess wears, sales of wood are recorded for Hetwood', Wnitle Fari
and Horsfrith, and slso from the warren  Thers are aumercys mentions o
treec and bushes slsewhers, including pollard caks apd wallows in hedges,
and pogplars in {armiand and in a road.

The most ramertable jbams are saies of pollard beeches 1 the park and
Highwood. These are referred 10 3s Aopp fgpyas 1ops of Deeches, or 22
rasorpor ‘heads for ends] of beeches. A typical snurv is

To John Howehin lof the noted med-Formx family|in Heywode for five capfe
fEzorug iS¢

119 Seechec were pollarded in 1307-0, realizing £2 158 %2 znd
smaller numbss n other years. Those In the Park averaged 5 4o per tree
tut in Highwood only 254 These were evidently beeches pollarded on 2 1ong
rotation. The Fark alse contained underwndd, which sold for 13547 per acre.
sqmvalent to tnriy Park beeches. The large size of the poliard beéeches 12
confirmeed by 2 dispute, i 1396-7, between jobn Bacheltr, wno had bougat
#ight 108, WMMWMW]mmhmupmmrmﬂ
them as prommsed. Bachelor bronght a covnter—clam for s 44 0 10467 L
alisging that Bathellr

showld have the wopmost branches of the aforesaid lops 2and

mmmm&himm the greaf ubderwood ready 1o

toad on the cart sccordng to<ontract, Which was ot Uiy dons; 2o thar the

mmum;dm;MMwmﬂmwmmmﬂﬂ
t- T - "

Although the maun sales were {rom pollards, thers Wete also sales ol
inderwoosd by the acre Irom e Fark and Hignweod. Fov eEampie, o L1200
3 JUarter- and half-scre piots of underwoed mm{dm HaaWeod" at 125
the acre. In Horsefrith the oniv sales were by area: 6174 acres in 13067
and again m 1957-4 at {55 4 the acre. These loo, were to a multtuds o
:mail Suyers o Dall- Juarter- and eighth-acre piots. Furiher, thers were
sales of branchwood {aropp; defrondaae) from trees felied for Hmber or 137
repairing the park paie, Desthes (an unsugtable Hmber) were used on the
pale in 13964,

From afl three places, thers weare sales of undeiwood In L3974 Teiled
by the rage of the wind happening this November'

One of the few menticns of specific trees is 57 ashes felied in Horslrlih
fof making aoope in 1405=7, telr branchwood was soid

There are occasional mentions of graoves not part of the Forest. The de
Eohun waluation in 3136 nad inciuded a wead called Horsievheq, of which |
aore was soid annualiv for 35 There was no pastore because of e densty
of thorns”

The court rolis incivde many small Tines' levied on people Tor ‘clealing
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rranches and wood fraom Highwood tnd sjtevwmers At oftén with mediers|
[ines, Wese seem mostly o have been by way of payment rather than
penalty Examples from the early sixteenth century (quotad tn the 1663
court case, see below)mnciude the cutting of *10 small beaches of the bignes:s
1 hoppoles 1o the Lerds Wacd * (fine 65) and ‘cutting 2 cmall Sallows 1 the
Lords Wood c3lied Highumod'

Pasturage ‘Heiwnd' =nd ‘Edentisr (Bdnev) are menficnes as commons, o
the ordmnary operation of the common-nghts € not recorded Fasturage
Appears malnly (n e I0rm of Tined" - never Jdeterrent — for animsis
orobabiy by ouisiders or oters who had no nghts. For example, in 13973
thers was a liné [or 'overburdening the common in He'Wod' with 10 sheep

Fannage and avesage Thsse ADPear 10 the court rofls in much the fame
rarme ag at Hatfiald Avecage wag 2 TaXon pigs apparently in return for the
right to take pigs into the Forest tc feed on acorns, though it was still goe if
the right was pot veed or if there were no scorns that vear. The racords
indicate that pios were nol kept in such numbers 3¢ at Hatfield — for insfance,
in 1397 thers were 127 pigs avesaged at Writtle FPannage 2t Writtls Jomes
tnl Ure form of finss’ ievied on dogens of peopie [Of LISSpIsSIng witd Pzt
Highweod and the warrens (but also in stubble-fields) at pannage time The
fines were sometimes *he same 3% svesage dues and somelimes double, and
were probably not meant as a pegalty.

ACOTDS wers The WId's propenty: 0 1397 SiX people were ‘fined’ up to 3
shilhing each for gathering them in the Forest and warren

Minerals There were procecutions {or digming clay m Highwood  Fou
sxamnple, john Syghe was finsd 34 for making two pits for clay by mgh
Thers 1= 2lse 2 mention of 2 sandpit. On one ooceson the pit wes said to have
LSS 3 NWSANGE tO the anumals: pets world hawve mnfringed the Jord's minsral
rights. .
There was apparently peat.in Edney 1o 13075

Daigha dr Heivod 40g & Turbary it Tdeatey & @08 torves thence & ok &
ﬁﬁ%wh&ﬁ@w&a&ﬂﬂ

The Petre Centuries

The Duie of Buckingham'e Jecapitation by Heary WVIII in 1521 was
permanent and his 1ands staved confiscated  Hatfield and Writtle sveninally
Weat T mes Mf the Rings munisters Hatfield to Lord Rich of infamous
memory; Writhle to Sir William Petre, the king's secaretary, whe bought it in
1554 and whose deecendants sl have it The Petres, ac lords of Ingatestone,
2irsady owmed many of 1he woods aputting the Forest on the south. By |00
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they wers probably the biggest woodliand owmers i Eewex their sztaras
mcludad Norzey Wood and many others away from Writtle

An account-roll of 1523 refers to ‘fforesta de highswoos” (PNEY) bulitfis
nnki¥ely that anything Etﬂ.. remamed of the Forest as an institution

Woods Hieh Wood and Edney Wood had rezched gt lesst sprrodimansly
their modern arsa be 1564 (Hewhon)

Az in the middle ages, references to (onventisnmal underwood are
infrequent (maybs becancs 1§ was commonplacs and taken for grapted) The
1504 accounts includs £25 worth of underwood sold in small lots 'aut of the
pe'w Spring in Edpey” The account for 1571 mcludes £12% for the sale of 2
:pring on the IE side of Horsefrith. These sales, however, were probahie omly
2 small part of the operstion' Petre’s men included 2 ‘cosler or
charcoal-maker (Emmison, Aoge Work & L3 223)

Qceactonally the wees are specifisd: 'one small 10de of Asshewoodd' in
I564 12°/2 toads of 2spen in 1564 and 1571, These latier sold for from 45
37 .75 4o the [oad, which seems sxpensive,

in 1530 Petre orderad ma!eﬂingul' lﬁmhmhnrh%ﬁm Writtle

mam?ufﬂmm, ﬁ;n:lm woods doe spoile &
iu.n-hrlhuvmﬁhm‘tha: s derTnn and decaved

'ﬁ"ﬂ_haﬂ-., new Lord, Petre, gob Into pofitical trouble during the Civh War
though not 50 deeply 25 Lord Morlew did at Hatheld In 1'&--14 his lands Tel
under the local Farliamentary Committes for Delinguency, wno let him off
with a line of £3000, w be raised by the sale of underwoods and decaysd
trees,  Throughout the Commonwealth period -he was complaining, for

smmple, M3t ‘he aid 3000% jc sabisfied with a great overpius’ the
destrycien iready made in the Said woods hath bin very great’ but 2
Farhiamentare commissioner, 3 member of the Committes, wat continuing o
el et more uhderwood and not propaely accounting for the money.

After the Commonwesith was over, Lord Fetre prosecuted one john
Walhs for taking half 3 10ad of underwesd from Parsen’s Spring, for digging
clay on ona of the piains, and for putting 2 mare and some hegs to feed in Te
woeogs. The defendant claimed that there was a custem

That all the Temnaats of the Mennor meyounr & mice avay suffictent splinte=s
& ¥ithes of ihe onderevnod in afl the Lords Woods | for repaaring the waiis
and thateling the houses &8 ol%en as shalte And ther bhirse:d dwslling
bomsa Barne & Porch toing in decny (e had helped humseif |

Lord Petre nowever contandsd
All the undersoods ¥04n (he Manor =re Common —nods thar were 1nclosed 1o
tie Sratiute jof HBenlry |7 and ere 51t 7 yesres growesh inid open for tne Tennss
ic fead Andbefore thar S they were noe wodds Bt Commons & theg somae
for woods, 5o that there i ot lkelvisood of any owch Customs

[How| winder pretente of cufting Thetching Swaff & Splinvers Al the
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plien plifY b Woode inat are atow G0 acres are manaled & stoued,

This i 2 first referente (for WritHe] %o ihe prmaple of
compartmentaticn In a survey of 1781 it was speit sut thus,

in the Food= | aiter the cuitine of the Copse Pood Losd Perre Rasa Rigkn
o mncinse the for ihe Space of 7 Tears, after which it is thrown open 1o s
Tenants af the Manor for the farther Space of 10 years when it iz again cui
Sown & Lord Petre’s Peoperty

Lord Petre presumably had in mund the Statnte of Woods of 1543, althoush
he wac mictaken i claiming that the Forest woods nad originated then (He
numssll quoted examples from the court rolls which prova the cppesitz } Liks
many who have quoted Mt statuts since, he Was WIong in SUPPOSINE that
had caused a radical change in the status or management of woods: 1235t of 31
could it have dome <o in Writtle, languishing in rowal hande at the time
However, e was DIODEDIY NIgNt 10 asserting thal cOomMPartmentauon was Wisn
3 long-#stablished custom The right to "splinters and wathes' — the horizontal
and vertical components of watfe-ana-Saut pafels i timber-framad
tuildings — may have been part of the manonal custom of housebote

By the late |7th century we hsar the names of all the springs, and a
norma! rofation for Cothifg them, as Tollows:

- o o Pressotazme o oo learsio wihbich antt
Hilly 3pring o Ese At e ety

. 1635 & 59, 1700 & 01

Tarsons Spring Parson's 1691, 1703

Edney Spring (reat Ednsy 161, 1703, 1711 .
Barrow Spring Barrow 16a] 1705

Dearsiade Desrslade 1691, 1706

Coppy Spring Conpite Wood 1606 1705
Birchwood Barch Spring 1693

Edney Common Wood  Littis Edney? 1709

*4 noe save: Saverall of the sprangs were <ut in 2 yearsc alth the came are

no! = exactly dimnngmdhr heither {7 v2 veare puncioaliy obeermd in ¥
s wecs syt but gensrallv the weare following in v thev were nsacursd
& paad for i putt Jowne,

There 16 an attempt at a 12- to 16-year rommtion. This included numerous
other Petre widds: hence there were Years in which aothing was cot in
Writile

Similar information. accompanied by maps of the springs cofitinues
through the sighteenth and much of e nineteenth century, it includss the
Weode, sUCE as Creat and Little Stoneymore, which adicined the Forest on the
soiith, Usially a whcle spring was Jut all at sace. Coppice rottions which
should dave been 15 years according to-the 178! survey, in practioe varied
from 2 to 17, with @ tendancy % lengthen in fafer decades

Prices of underwood [rom 1590 to 1710 wirk cutat betwesn £0.07 ans
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EDZ0 per acre per wear of growth, not dissimalar from walves 3t Hatfield
Forest, and well under the average for Becew af the ime. [n the 1710¢ 24
again in the 1750z they were around £020 per acre per year; they then ross
t: an average of about £0.45 from 1805 to 1430 after which thers wee -
shight fall. These changes are largsly accountad for by inflation, bot there had
Lo a real rise in the Drice of wood at Writtie, in ralation both to the vaina of
money and 1o the valne of other woods By 1510 the Writtle springs wera
similar in valte %o the average {or Essex coppices; ey had not however
incressad in vilus 3= moch 32 thoce of Hatfietd Porect

Mool Of e UNOSIWOoOd WEF SOl 0¥ the aae, bub small amounts of
particular kinds are specified rake handles, pea sticks, dt faggots, brash
fageots, rails, crotches 12

In the 1790s there were large sales of bark from the fefling of caks w
the sprmgs, as well 55 from Writtle Park, Edney Common and Mill Green  Ws
also hedr of cak faggols, stackwoode and other DY-products. Sales of saf
timber a0 not 3lways correspond. the biggest was of 170 loads - either 800
o BS0C cubic feet — from Coppice Wood 10 1802

Eipenses of the woods were mainty limited io small amounts of ':
the boundaries. Tﬁtbimtmwmépurcnam and sething -:af “3-
ha%msfnrarw‘*‘i’wuiﬁ"‘ ng of the Stoneymoor Woods 1o

E70a.

Plains and pollards Sales of pollarde continusd in the sarty Petre pears
In 1504-70 we find sales of Jopper 3nd “rownes' of unspectfied tress it
prices of frem 25 to 45 per lop, the difference from -~ 1460 cannot 31l be dus
to rising prices, and mmwﬁnmmmmn bigper
tre2z The 1570 account inclodes 12 foppes 2nd one tree which was fallsd
for beed’, a rare aliusion (for England) to bees accummuiating honew m hodlow
Wwess The last reference 10 lopinge of beach in the parks’ wasia 1653—<

The plaine wers tree'd 1n the 18th contiry as shown, for exsmple, oo the
Writthe map of 1733 (Dxi@kyoe or Maps 1o 296 £60 1 Plate XXI) Oak and
lm tmber were felled. :

Pollarding 1= =tlll occasionslly mentionsd in the 1760s. [n 1794 thers
were ‘625 pollards fall'd off Bdney Common’ — about ten poliards per scrs
This was me end of a lopg-standing and charactenshic feature of the Porest
then beconung very unfachisnabie.

The Writtle romimens themselves wers destroved in 271 under one -1
e last Enclosure Acts. Only Mill Green in Ingatestons remained, and narrow
Ttrips betwisen woods and roads.

Parks Iir Willlam Petre tock over the zeiste when Darks wers back i
fashion He kepl up both parks, and bad 2 peler for =ach (Emmiscn, Fome
Ford & Zaod 215). Deer appear i Blizabethan poaching c2ses (Emmicon

The upkesp of Wrnittle Park mfiuded much hedging apd ditchung
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Alrsady m 1554 there was a payment o

Micodar Harzhe & hiz company ffor makyng the new diche in Wriell Park
g € sare roodde [neeriv half amilz] beinz 3 fYon= depre & 6 fone
brodde, (Tvnding all quycikoener of whie Mrhe hemselies,

i 4503 be-leaswd Lo TLOGES WOk 4 LNAEWAR v AUk Wik Lae e viae
miuch overgrowen W busshes brakes and Roots of tress’, which Weld was w
reciaim (ERG. D/DP Eigh

Horseinih Ferk was apferenly dissoived ov 103%  From Uus veas
Onwards lhe site was leased 1o Svmon Breakneck, who was 1o

Tent and mayntayne o growe end Continge for fier voode in snd forev'y
pler ki in length i and ugon the banke: of the dirches of 211 such hedger s
cholbes cutt and newe made one MWungs sale {sallow?| sche or elms.

The lease included 2 16-30re Wod — presumably the pracent Horsefrith Dark
Wood — and spedifies the gumber of acres of each year's growth, Up W &
yeare, in which the Wwoid w2s to Do Jelt at the end of the lease (ERO D/DF
E2E}

Writtle Park continued =ven duning the Commonwsalth, many ‘aschen
plante’ and 'Juicke' were setin it {or mors Hiely ﬁhﬁgas}m 1653— The
FAsUIre WS Agicted Wilh horses and catble T the Restoration three nien
who had }::Iledadu:-:m mepa:twrmw‘ﬂmt.mdmmnm 3
fof peaching (ERO: Q/SR £20/108)

From 1705 omwards the park was leased . The leases jpecliT The
aumbers a4 2g¢5 of the [allow dewr {237 in 1726}, and also of Wie canp, and
=ven e tench and perch, 1n the ponds. At first Whele were rabbits, tut by
L 727 the lessees

Shall not keep any Rabbattr withun the 2add Park tut on the Consrsry zhet]
- ue e utmos! Endesvours o prevent any Ratbents from burrowing in the
said Park that may come rom the Feods or othar naighbowing drsuad:.

Later in the rentury the park was much reduced in size, but it was still shown
as a ‘Tieer Park’ on the Jrdnance Survey of 1*;115

The Twentieth Century

The Writtle woods continued with remarkably little chanse An air
photograph taken by the Germans ¢n 31 August 1940 shows the whole of the
Highwhod woods and Frrerming Wood aciively coppiced, with large areas
recentty cul Om fleld evidence, COPpicing ceased abruptly after this time,
thers Bas been stime revival sincs

The woeds largely secaped Victortan planting fachions and big fellings of
dmber belween 1914 and [945, sxmept for the feiling of most of the timbe
n Ellis Spring after 1940 Thers was some atlempt at replantine in Sreat
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Biney. In the late (uhix 3t was ther cpstomary, about one-fifth of the
Porest woods was grubbed ont and mads 1nte arabls land

The Stoneymoor Woods, in contrast, wers jast coppicad « 1860, and sinds
then have suffered several atlempls toconvert them %o fimber onfy. There
3I¢ IR O ¥ICIOnan conuel planung-ana of & small plantation, lkewiss
unsuccessiul, which hegan o 1944

The surviving fragments of common are Dow mostly wodded What &
left of Edney Commmon was evidently pianted with 2 mixture of trees and then
abandoned. Mill Gresp, howeesr it A3TUre] oakwood of various ages up o 2t
lezst 3 century; much of it has been falled onca.

The Forest As It is Now

Environment The Forest, and the woods and commens 0 the south lis o0
hulls of sandy and gravelly 2eposits overiying clay. There ts 2 sequence ([om
- London Clay =t the botitom, through Claygate and Bagshot Bede to pebiis
gravels and Head on the hilltops. Much of this is Sverisin by mun deposite o
sece twindblown dust)

This is lite most of the wooded areas of south Besex, for exampie Eppin]
Forast znd the Rochiford-Southend area. It produces 3 charactenstic H-que_w-
of eoile, from cilty clays n the vallews to =iity gravels on the illltops, 2l o
them very acd, mostly ill-grainsd, and infertile or very inferuie. iF-?:
further details see Hbhads of Lot -Fasd Soer)

The Forest 15 thus a typically South Esssx landscaps: but it pes rihe
ageinst the edge of this trpe of country.  The rest of Writtle belonge o the
north Escex boulder-clay platean  Horsfnith Park was on bouider-cay (Wit
overlving loeds) Towsrds Writtle town the early-medieval prolomgzuion of
Edney Wood ran on to boulder <lay, Southwood still suryives ¢n an outlisr o
boulder-ciae

The woods Most of the woods are antient ¢oppices, WIth big 1oals and
standard oak-lrees. They are suwrroundded by woodbanks, =320ty
corresponding to the compartmentation system within the Foret?, and 0 h~
ancient boundariss of woods cutside it The banks also recorg hictonca!
changes, such 3s 3 piece baing added 1o the Stonaymocr Woods at the eipens+
of Mill Gresn. Ususliy the wO0JDANKS f3ce outwards, with the ditch <n s
side of the adjacent common or road.

Much of the cak, as in other South Eesez Dilltop woods, ie of the zessils
species rather than the common pedunculate cak. The underwood inciudes
chestmut, 2n ancient introduction to Essex. How 1t 0L Dere (8 Do known [T
wes epcouraged, and in places planted, by the Petres, bul thers are sl=c
ancient stvols. it behaves as if it were 2 palive tree.

As 1n the IE Besex wouids, there is 3 sequence of woodiand types, from
cakwood on the very acid and infertile hilitops, through chestnui- and
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o] neATH-wWANKLE, oo achwooa on e ciavev lower Slopes With ribbons o1
alder-wedd siong streems  Most of the zres = homi=am-wood, [ollowsd by
shestnut-wood

Thers 15 3 tendency for the sk to be sessils on the infertile hifltops (22
in the fwmeymaor Woods) and pedunculate in the lecc exitreme kinds of
woodland [as in the Edney Woods) Birch Spring illustrates the transition
baTwesn the twe wall-Enawn types of pornbezm-wood: Pure Hornbsam (Wil
comparatively few caks, mainty pedunculate} in the HW and Cak-Hornbearn
{with many ozks, mainly sescile) in the SE. Rowsn and holly sre coommont!y
intarsparcad in the more acid woode:

The woods are gensrally well preserved In the Stoneymoors, little of the
original woodland sirociure survives (zithough enough o establish ther
Bistory and position in the saqusncs) Eilis Spring has Deen much invadsd by
birch, {ollowang the establishment, 3nd then felling of many standard caks,
The replaniing of part of dreat Edney has also ended in birch invasion

The flor2, sithougn generally poor, INCIUGSS 2ome UACOMMON Plents such
as dlder-buckthorn and the fern Rlackmiiss spicard Service is 1ess common
then in the SE Essex woods, but has been reported from some of the sastern
winodes and outhers

Great Stonevymodr Wood has one of the mest remarkable floras of 3 wel,
3cid, very mfertile hilltop wood.  There is the characteristic moss of suth
places, Lemcobwyiser plsuciay and the characterishe grats Meschaarpin
Faveoss  Heather and the wat-hasth grasy Affae  o0ur 1o orest
Stomeymoor, doublless as relicis of the coppicing flora

& Teature of the weods ars the many valleve, some with alder others
wihth willenw, with ash apd hazel along their ftanks 2nd 3 rich flore

The parks Of Writtle Park littla now remaine axrapt the suthine and the cjts
of the park lodge The park ctill hias some woodland in it partly derived from
plagtations, though it j= possible that some of e woods go back to the
deer-park pericd There are beeches in the park but these seem to bhe
misnted tress or descandants of such rather than ancient pollards It s
nnlikely thal native beech survivec at Writile, sither in the park or on the

Of Horsefnith Fark most of the sulline survives as hedges. Horseimth
Fark Wood mav well be the griginal Horsefrith Wood, dating from before the
park, or 2 fragméptorit -~

The commons Mill Green i¢ rih in tOth woodland and non-woodiang
plante. It ranges from well-established woodland io remmants of wet heain
The woodiand inciudss 3 patch of Hy-of-the-vallew which i remarkabls for
2 new wood: presumably (thas spread from Stoneymocr Wood adjacent. The
heaih includes heather and the Aflnis - there are records of Jndapsns

The {rsgment of Edney Commeon, though an <ld plantation, also retains
swamps and cther considerable remains of the original vegetation
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1 have not found any poltards on the plains  The only survivors 2re i
the hedges of the Bademansberg enclave, 3nd 3 few on woodbanks.
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